
Teaching Adults Boat Building; 
How Can It Help Your 
Organization session. 

Avocational and vocational instruction.



John Harris- Leader of Chesapeake Light Craft.  It’s hard 
to imagine someone who has taught or sponsored more 
boat building classes targeted at amateur boat builders. 

Wayne Babjack- Cabinet making instructor for the 
Carpenters' Union apprentice program in Pittsburgh. 

Jenn Kuhn: Boat Yard Programs Manager and lead boat 
wright of the "Apprentice for a Day" program at the 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum’s. 



Chesapeake Bay  
Maritime Museum

We are dedicated to preserving and 
exploring the history, environment and 
people of the Chesapeake Bay.  Through 
our diverse programming we aim to 
provide an authentic experience to each 
visitor. 



Apprentice For A Day
Public Boat Building Program



This program blends traditional boat building practices 
with the more modern building techniques. 

We do this by tailoring the activities to fit the diverse 
skill set of each of participant and our goals for the 
session.  Participants range from 16 yrs to 85 yrs old.

Participants are not required to have any previous 
building experience to be part of our program. 

A majority of the participants get “hooked” and return 
throughout the duration of a project or build. 



Some sessions are designed 
specifically for the beginner where 
we strive to empower our 
participants by taking the “unknown 
or fear” out of the equation. 



By building a variety of boats from scratch we’ve been 
able to expand our programming to encompass more 
than the wooden construction of the vessel to include 
sail making, metal casting, foundry work, diesel 
mechanics and the installation of systems.    





The boats we build are    
mostly traditional boats of the 
Chesapeake Bay!



Please come work with us.  For more information about all of our programming 
please visit www.cbmm.org or contact Jennifer Kuhn at jkuhn@cbmm.org

http://www.cbmm.org/
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Chesapeake Light Craft

•What you do

•Where do you teach?

•Who do you teach?

•What are your goals while teaching?

•What boats do you build?



Questions?

• What makes it successful?

• What makes adult programming work?

• How does adult boat building fit in with your other work?

• What's been the most interesting feedback you've gotten from a student? 

• Which trainee has turned out to be most valuable to your program?

• Which trainee benefitted most from your boat building instruction?


