
 

Inland Seas Education Assoc. 
Boat Building Program 

Inland Seas mission is ​Inspiring Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, 
and passion.  This is done through a myriad of programs but primarily 
with stem-based on-board education of elementary students on our 
traditionally rigged schooner.  

The boat building program has the same ultimate mission but targets a 
potentially different group of kids by offering wooden boat building 
classes for students aged 8 and up.  The different classes are a work in 
progress, but start with an opti pram and get progressively more in 
depth and challenging as the students get older.  I developed the line 
of Skin-on-frame SUPs as projects for middle school students and 
continued to refine them as it became obvious that they were working 
well as projects for us.  

Program Statistics (Annually):  ​(If you have additional detail of interest, please add at bottom.) 

 Adults Youth 
Number of Participants 10 40 
Number Achieving Program Goal   

 

Size of Budget ~35,000/ yr 
Number of Employees 1 
Number of Volunteers 9 
Boat Designs You Build pram, canoes, SUPs 
Boat Designs You Use  

 

Organization Contact Info:  
Main Contact Name Adam Burks 
Address (Street) po box 218 
Address (City, State, Zip) Suttons Bay MI 49682 
Phone Number 231-620-1148 
Website schoolship.org 
Email Adam@schoolship.org 
  

 

Additional Data: 

Teaching with Small Boats Conference Participant 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, St. Michaels, MD 
April 27 – 29, 2012 



 

 
 
 

Teaching with Small Boats Conference Participant 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, St. Michaels, MD 
April 27 – 29, 2012 


